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Adults 

nationwide who 

have gotten 

Divorced within 

the past 5 years

N = 500
±4.4% at the 95% 

confidence level
Online survey 

Data collected 

November 2-15, 2016

METHODOLOGY
The data points referenced in this report come from a study commissioned by ConsumerInfo.com, Inc., an 
Experian company, produced by research firm Edelman Intelligence and conducted as an online survey of 
n=500 adults nationwide who have gotten divorced within the past five years. Interviewing took place from 

November 2-15, 2016. The margin of error is plus or minus 4.4 percent.

AUDIENCE SAMPLE SIZE MARGIN OF ERROR METHOD TIMING
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KEY FINDINGS

Divorcees were  
surprised by their 
former spouse’s 
financial situation 
and behaviors after 
getting married, and 
many ultimately 
discovered that they 
were not financially 
compatible.

This incompatibility 
extended to credit –
most did not agree 
on how to use credit 
as a couple, and 
many say that their 
credit score got 
worse while they 
were married.

Divorce takes a 
financial toll, 
especially for those 
whose former spouse 
was the primary 
bread winner. Most 
divorcees wish that 
they had been more 
financially 
independent during 
the marriage.

After getting 
divorced, most report  
that their credit has 
improved, and they 
are committed to 
maintaining good 
credit in their future 
relationships.



FINANCES IN 
MARRIAGE
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Divorcees were surprised by their 
former spouse’s finances after getting 
married, especially women

Financial surprises after marriage 
(Shown: % Somewhat / strongly agree)

48%

66%

My former spouse’s FINANCIAL SITUATION was 
different than what I expected before we got married

My former spouse’s SPENDING HABITS were different 
than what I expected before we got married

Q10: To what extent do you agree or disagree with each of the following statements?

Men Women

60% 71%

40% 54%
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Timeline of Finance awareness

Most were only aware of their former 
spouse’s annual income before the 
wedding day

Q7: Please indicate when, if ever, you learned each of these things about your former spouse. His/her…
*NOTE: Totals may not add to 100% due to rounding

25%

38%

5%

2%

29%

39%

49%

3%
1%

8%

28%

42%

2%

2%

25%

31%

47%

2%

2%
17%

37%

18%

2%

1%

42%

53%

37%

1%

1%

8%

Retirement savings

Long term financial 
goals 

Credit score 

Student loan debt

Bill payment history

Annual income 

Prior to getting married 

While married 

During the divorce process 

After getting divorced 

Never 
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Finance awareness prior to getting married
(Shown: % Knew this about my [former] spouse prior to getting married)

Q7: Please indicate when, if ever, you learned each of these things about your former spouse. His/her…

79%
73%

69%
60%

55%

43%

53%

37% 39%

28% 25%
31%

Annual income Student loan debt Bill payment history Long term financial
goals

Retirement savings Credit score

Married Divorced

-26 -36 -30 -32 -30 -12

Compared to married couples overall, 
Divorcees were less informed about 
their Ex’s finances prior to marriage
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Q10: To what extent do you agree or disagree with each of the following statement? “My former spouse and I were financially compatible.”
Q17: What role did finances play in your divorce?
*NOTE: Totals may not add to 100% due to rounding

Most divorcees were not financially 
compatible with their exes, and finances 
played some role in the divorce

7%

20%

31%

41%

Primary role Big role Small role No role

59%
say finances 

played  a role in 
their divorce

Role of finances in divorce

33%

14%

Agree Neutral Disagree

FINANCIAL COMPATIBILITY

53%
were NOT financially 

compatible with 
their former spouse



9Q18: What specifically was the financial issue that played a role in your divorce? (Asked if finances played a primary or big role in their divorce, n=138) [MULTI-SELECT]

In relationships where finances played 
a big role in the divorce, Most blame 
their former spouse

Financial issue linked to divorce
(Shown: Among those who say finances played a primary or big role in their divorce)

54%

41%

10%

9%

7%

7%

My former spouse spent too much money

My former spouse put us into debt

My former spouse was too tight with our money

I put us into debt

I spent too much money

I was too tight with our money

N=138



IMPACT ON 
CREDIT
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Q10: To what extent do you agree or disagree with each of the following statements? 11

Compared to married couples overall, 
Divorcees Are more likely to REPORT 
having marital issues around credit

credit in marriage
(Shown: % Somewhat / strongly agree)
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85%

21%

35%
42%

My [former] spouse and I [agree /
agreed] about how to use credit as a

couple

Credit scores [are / were] a source of
stress in our marriage

Married Divorced

-50 +21 Total Men Women

My credit score was 
a source of stress

23% 22% 24%

My former spouse’s 
credit score was a 

source of stress
32% 26% 36%
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8%

44%

49%

I admit that my credit score ruined my 
spouse’s credit

My former spouse ruined my credit

While I was married to my former
spouse, my credit score got worse

Impact of marriage on credit
(Shown: % Somewhat / strongly agree)

Q10: To what extent do you agree or disagree with each of the following statements? 

Men Women

42% 54%

37% 50%

11% 6%

nearly half of divorcees say their 
credit got worse during their 
marriage, especially women



56%
50%

24%
19%

My former spouse spent so 
much cash we couldn’t 

pay other creditors

My former spouse ran
up credit card debt on
our joint credit card(s)

My former spouse
defaulted on a joint loan

We had to file for
bankruptcy

13

NEGATIVE impacts ON credit score
(Shown: Among those whose credit got worse during marriage) 

Overspending and credit card debt are 
the most common issues hurting 
divorcees’ credit

Q12: What happened during your marriage that hurt your credit score?  (Asked of those whose credit got worse  during their marriage, n=245) [MULTI-SELECT]

N=245



Divorce 
experience
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divorce is a financial burden; most 
incur multiple litigation costs

Q20: Which, if any, of the following expenses did you have during the process of getting divorces?
Q23: How much did you lose financially in your divorce, including cash, as well as the monetary value items, assets, or property lost? [MULTI-SELECT]

44%

9%

15%

9%

23%

< $5K $5 - 10K $10 - 25K $25 - 50K $50K +

Financial losses in divorce

55%

53%

21%

16%

11%

10%

8%

6%

Court costs

Divorce attorney’s fees

Mediation costs

Costs for parent education…

Real estate record deed fees

Real estate refinancing costs

Fees for early neutral…

Real estate attorney’s fees

Expenses incurred while getting divorced

$19,922

Average amount of 
financial loss:



16Q25: To what extent do you agree or disagree with each of the following statements

MANY DIVORCEES aRE CONCERNED ABOUT 
THEIR FINANCES AFTER GETTING DIVORCED

Finances after divorce
(Shown: % Somewhat  / strongly agree)

50%
are worried about 
their finances after 

getting divorced

34%
say their divorce 

put them in 
financial ruin 

Highest among:
• Those whose 

spouse was the 
primary bread 
winner (64%)

• Women (59%)
• Parents (54%)

Highest among:
• Those whose 

spouse was the 
primary bread 
winner (42%)

• Parents (40%)
• Women (38%)
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Divorce is hardest for those who were 
not the primary breadwinner and those 
who discussed finances less frequently

Painfulness of the Divorce experience

27% 33% 37% 31%
43%

73% 67% 63% 69%
57%

Discussed
finances weekly

Discussed
finances monthly

Discussed
finances less than

monthly

I was the primary
bread winner

Former spouse
was the primary

bread winner

My divorce was MORE painful than most My divorce was LESS painful than most

Q14: Which of the following statements comes closest to your opinion?



1%

3%

7%

9%

12%

12%

49%

Saved less during the marriage

Spent more during the marriage

Been more involved in our finances

Spent less during the marriage

Gotten my ex more involved in
finances

Been in charge of the finances

Saved more during the marriage
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WHAT DIVORCEES WOULD do DIFFERENTLY

Most have financial regrets when 
looking back at their marriage 

Q25: To what extent do you agree or disagree with each of the following statement? “I regret not being more financially independent during my marriage.”
Q27: If you could change one thing you did in your marriage, from a financial perspective, what would it be?

59%
regret not being 
more financially 

independent in the 
marriage 

Highest among 
those whose spouse 
was the primary 
bread winner (77%)



Q24: Since getting divorced, would you say that your credit has….
Q25: To what extent do you agree or disagree with each of the following statements?
*NOTE: Totals may not add to 100% due to rounding
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39%

73%

The financial loss from my 
divorce made me never want to 

get married again

After getting divorced, it is 
important to me for a future 

partner to have good credit

impact on Future relationships
(Shown: % Somewhat / strongly agree)

Highest among:
• Women (78%)
• Parents (77%)

Credit scores improve after divorce, 
and most plan to protect their credit 
in future relationships

28%

20%

3%

Improved Stayed the same Gotten worse Unsure

Credit after divorce

48%
say their credit 
has improved



Ben Affleck 
and Jennifer 

Garner

Blake Shelton 
and Miranda 

Lambert 

Brad Pitt and 
Angelina Jolie

Brad Pitt and 
JENNIFER ANISTON

19% 17% 17% 14%

Americans are most upset about Brad 
pitt’s divorce from Angelina jolie and 
Jennifer aniston

Q28: Which celebrity divorce was most upsetting to you?

Most upsetting celebrity Divorces
(Shown: Top four celebrity divorces)

20
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Appendix



21%

40%

24%

14%

Weekly Monthly Annually Less than annually
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Most discussed finances WITH THEIR 
FORMER SPOUSE ON A monthly BASIS

Q6: Approximately how often did you discuss financial goals with your former spouse? 
*NOTE: Totals may not add to 100% due to rounding

Frequency of financial discussions



37%

32%

12% 10%

Losing the
relationship/person

Impact on our
children

Losing money Losing a possession

23Q15: What was the most painful part about your divorce?

Divorcees are more concerned about 
the impact on personal relationships 
than on finances

Most painful part about divorce
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Q2: During your marriage, who would you say was primarily responsible for each of the following in your household? 
Q3: For the most part in your marriage, who was the primary breadwinner?

46%
I was the primary breadwinner

28%
My former spouse was the 

primary breadwinner

26%
Neither - both earned similar 

incomes

55%
I was primarily 

responsible

14%
My former spouse was primarily 

responsible

31%
My former spouse and I shared 

equal responsibility

RESPONSIBILITY for finances Primary breadwinner

FINANCIAL Profile 
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Demographic %

AGE

18-34 32%

35-44 26%

45-54 26%

55 OR OLDER 16%

Gender

Male 43%

Female 57%

Race / ETHNICITY

White (NON-HISPANIC) 71%

African / African descent 11%

Hispanic / Latino 12%

Asian American / Asian 2%

Other 3%

Demographic %

Region

Northeast 22%

Midwest 20%

South 36%

West 22%

Household income

Less than $25,000 23%

$25,000 - $49,999 40%

$50,000 OR MORE 33%

Children WITH FORMER SPOUSE

YES, UNDER 18 YEARS OF AGE 49%

Yes, 18 years or older 18%

No children 36%

SPOUSAL SUPPORT

YES, I PAY SPOUSAL SUPPORT 10%

YES, I RECEIVE SUPPORT 12%

NO 77%

Demographics

Demographic %

Year of most recent divorce

2016 20%

2015 17%

2014 17%

2013 16%

2012 17%

2011 13%

Length of marriage

Less than 1 year 6%

1-5 years 31%

6-10 years 25%

11-15 years 15%

More than 15 years 23%

SIGNED PRENUPTIAL AGREEMENT

YES
3%

NO
96%

*NOTE: Totals may not add to 100% due to rounding


